
       
 

World Experience/English II Pre-AP Summer Reading 
Incoming sophomores – 

Your required reading for the summer is The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan.  It is a perfect bridge 

between the narrative and expository focus of Pre-AP English I and the literary analysis and persuasive focus 
of Pre-AP English II/World Experience. The novel is an “easy read,” although it is a bit confusing at first 
because of its structure. The novel is broken into four sections, each section containing four chapters. Those 
chapters each deal with one set of four mothers and daughters. The point of view changes with the chapters 
so that you read through the eyes of different narrators. It is easier than it sounds!  
To help you follow, the names of the mothers and daughters are listed at the front of the book, and the title of 
each chapter names the character whose voice will narrate that chapter. Additionally, each of the four 
sections is prefaced by a selection in italics – a brief story that is symbolically tied to the four chapters that 
follow. Please consider what the symbolism might be as you read. 
 
The questions below will be due on August 29 and 30, depending on which day you are in class.  By completing 
this assignment, you are eligible for two free jeans passes.  This means that with these passes, you may wear 
jeans any two days you choose.   
 

Answer the following questions in a manner that would please the EOC graders in Austin. :D 
That is:  ten lines, complete sentences, and specific, well-chosen text evidence. These will be turned in August 29 or 
30, depending on which day you have English. 
 

Part I  

1.  What motivated Jing-mei’s (June’s) mother to create the Joy Luck Club in China and again in  
      America? 
2. At the end of “The Moon Lady” Ying Ying St. Clair states, “I never believed my family found the same    
    girl.” What did she mean?   
 

Part II  

3. Beyond winning trophies and having her picture in Life magazine, how did playing chess impact   
    Waverly’s young life? 
 

Part III 

4. Why does Rose’s attitude toward her divorce change at the end of “Without Wood?” 
 

Part IV 

5. How does Jing-Mei’s attitude toward her mother change in the final chapter of the novel? 
 

 



Below is some commentary from the author about her writing that eventually became The Joy Luck Club. 

 

I encourage you to visit Amy Tan’s website and read her “only one that is 100% correct” biography.  
 
 
 

Preparation for In-class assignment 

Body Biography  
 

As one of your first assignments after school begins, you will work with a partner to create a “body 

biography.” In preparation for this you need to follow the instructions below. :D 

 

 As you read the novel, make a chart/ notes for each mother and daughter that cover(s) the 

requirements below. 

 Bring your notes to class the second week of school as you will be sharing with your partner 

 

The Heart –What should it look like and what shape, color, pictures, or symbols should be 

included in it?  What passions drive the character?  

The Backbone – What does the character believe in or stand for?   

The Hands – What does the character hold in her or his hands?  Items that are associated with 

the character either literally or symbolically should be included.   

The Feet – What motivates the character – keeps them moving?   

The Background – Include elements that depict the character’s environment, background, or 

situation.  

Quotations – Near the character’s head, place two or three direct quotations from the novel 

that best describe and differentiate your character from the others in the novel.  Be sure to 

note the page number of your quotes. 

 Character Cinquain – see below 
 

        
 

                                                                                        Character Cinquain               
 

Character’s name 
Two adjective that describe your character 

Three gerunds (action words that ends in –ing) 
One complete sentence that sums up your character 

One noun that sums up your character (mother, father, son, god, goddess, lover, myth, mortal, monster, Cyclops, etc.) 
 
 
 


